Proper 15, Year A
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
205 North Seventh St., Stroudsburg, PA 18360

“A welcoming, compassionate and healing community in Christ”

August 16, 2026
10:00am Service - Rite 2

Links to the Sunday (10AM) Livestream Service
and Service Bulletin available weekly

Welcome visitors and seasonal neighbors! We rejoice in your presence among us.
To get to know you better please sign our guest book kept in the narthex.
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Praise, my soul, the King of heaven (H 410)

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore his praises sing:

Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise the everlasting King.

Praise him for his grace and favor
to his people in distress;

praise him still the same as ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless:
Alleluia, alleluia!

Glorious in this faithfulness.

Father-like he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;

in his hand he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Widely yet his mercy flows.

Angels, help us to adore him;

ye behold him face to face;

sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise with us the God of grace.

Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)



OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355)
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

OPENING ANTHEM - Glory to God (WLP 821)
Glory to God;

Praise to the Sony

Love to the Spirit;

Three and yet One.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of
godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily
in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
The people sit.
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

"Thus says the Lord:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,

and my deliverance be revealed.

°And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
and hold fast my covenant—
"these T will bring to my holy mountain,
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and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
*Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

Peogple Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 67

Remain seated,

"May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
show us the light of his countenance, and come to us.

’Let your ways be known upon earth, *
your saving health among all nations.

’Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth.

"Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

“The earth has brought forth her increase; *
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

"May God give us his blessing, *
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.



SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
The people sit.
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome.

'T ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. **God has not rejected his
people whom he foreknew.

*For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *Just as you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, *'so
they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too
may now receive mercy. “For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may
be merciful to all.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN: Spirit of God Unseen (VF 53) Verse 1

Chorus:

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind,
Gentle as is the dove;

Teach us the truth and help us believe,
Show us the Saviout's love!

Verse 1:

You spoke to us long, long ago,
Gave us the written word;

We read it still, needing its truth
Through it God's voice is heard

GOSPEL: Matthew 15: 21-28

All stand.
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

*Tesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. *Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” *But he did not
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answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for
she keeps shouting after us.” **He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” *But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” *He
answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” *’She
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’

table.” **Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you
as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SEQUENCE HYMN: Spirit of God Unseen (VF 53)

Chorus:

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind,
Gentle as is the dove;

Teach us the truth and help us believe,
Show us the Saviout's love!

Verse 2:

Without your help, we fail our Lord,

We cannot live His way;

We need Your power, we need Your strength,
Following Christ each day.

THE SERMON
THE CREED (BCP p. 358)

Please stand as you are able.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,



of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
All remain standing.

Great are the deeds of the Lord! Sisters and brothers, let us pray, saying,
“Christ, hear our prayet! Jesus, have mercy on us!”

May your Church be faithful, even as you are faithful. May we and your whole Church
unashamedly work to further the gospel. May we overcome whatever apathy or
distraction might threaten our witness.

Stlence

Christ, hear our prayer!

Jesus, have mercy on us!

May the nations of the world seek wisdom and truth. We pray for Sean, our Presiding
Bishop, for Audrey and Kevin, our own Bishops, Bill our Priest and Barbara our Canon
Missioner. In our country we pray for Donald our President, and Josh our Governor.
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May people, rich and poor, powerful and weak, find in you the source of healing and
wholeness.

In our congregation we pray for Elaine McFadden, Cheryl McPherson and McQueen
tamily. In the Diocese of the Susquehanna we pray for St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields,
Mountaintop and St. Paul’s, Manheim. In Kajo Keji we pray for St. Philip Andasire
Parish. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Church of Wales.

Invite the congregation to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence
Christ, hear our prayer!
Jesus, have mercy on us!

May we protect and guard the created order. May we recognize the majesty and splendor
of all you have made. May we remember that healthy waters, sky, and land make us
healthier people.

Silence

Christ, hear our prayer!

Jesus, have mercy on us!

May we be ever compassionate toward those who are pushed into the margins of our
society. Give us open hearts that welcome and open hands that touch. Teach us a love
that crosses boundaries and borders.

Silence

Christ, hear our prayer!

Jesus, have mercy on us!

May the sick and suffering know in their bodies and minds your healing power. You desire
to make men and women clean of disease and stigma; make your grace known.

O Lord our God, restore to health those who cry out to you, especially Elaine, Isaac, Janet,
Nick, Lynn, Anthony, Oliver, Lorelai, Marshall, Richard, Antonia, Rebecca, June, Barbara,

Eliza, Margaret, Berni, Julian, Noel, Mike, Chris, Frank, Zach, Laura, Jo, Loretta, Mary and
Jim E, Jodi, David, Denise and Jay.

Invite the congregation to add their petitions, followed by silence

Christ, hear our prayer!
Jesus, have mercy on us!

May those who have died, especially Joan Manhart, know the salvation found in you, Christ
Jesus. Preserve the living in the enduring hope that, just as we are baptized into your death,
so will we also live with you forever.

Silence

Christ, hear our prayer!

Jesus, have mercy on us!



Celebrant
We give thanks, great God, for the hope we have in Jesus, who died but is risen and rules over all.
We praise you for his presence with us. Because he lives, we look for eternal life, knowing that

nothing past, present, or yet to come can separate us from your great love made known in Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 360)

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360)

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS : Birthdays, Anniversaries and Traveling.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: See last page.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376)
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.  Psalm 50:14

OFFERTORY: Music Meditation — Bethann K.
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OFFERTORY HYMN From all that dwell below the skies 1 erse 3 (H 380)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Eucharistic Prayer C
Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Holy Eucharist: Rite 11 (369-372)
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  1ift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to
tulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
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Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord (WLP 858)
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it
to his friends, and said, ""Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me." After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon
only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one
spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from
generation to generation. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 364)
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.]

FRACTION ANTHEM: (LEVAS 270) Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
Grant us peace.

INVITATION (BCP p. 364)

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365)

You can remain seated until you come forward to receive. When you receive the consecrated bread, you can consume it
then drink from the first cup of consecrated wine. You can also hold the bread to “intinct” or touch the tip of the
bread into the second cup of wine. You may also choose to receive Communion in only one kind. If you wonld like a
blessing, come forward and cross your hands over your heart to indicate you wonld like to be blessed. Gluten free
wafers are avalable. Please let the priest know as you come forward. The Bread and the Cup are given to the
communicants with these words:

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]
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COMMUNION HYMN: The Eyes Of All Wait Upon You (WLP 820)
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365)
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN: There's a wideness in God's mercy (H 470)
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DISMISSAL (BCP 340)
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Bonnie K. is hosting Coffee Hour today. Please join us after the service.
Volunteers needed to host upcoming coffee hours. Signup sheet is in the Narthex.

8/16 First Presbyterian Church of Stroudsburg 200* Anniversary Concert at B2pm
8/20 Internment service for Harold Larsen (Thursday) at 11:00am.

8/22 Food Pantry from 9-12pm. Volunteers Needed. See Debby C. for details.

8/23 Holy Baptism during the 10am Service.
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