
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       

  

 
 
 

Proper 10, Year A 
The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
205 North Seventh St., Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

 

“A welcoming, compassionate and healing community in Christ” 

 
 

July 12, 2026  
10:00am Service - Rite 2 

 
Links to the Sunday (10AM) Livestream Service 

and Service Bulletin available weekly 
 

Welcome visitors and seasonal neighbors! We rejoice in your presence among us. 
To get to know you better please sign our guest book kept in the narthex. 
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
205 North Seventh St., Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

Office phone: (570)421-7481|Open on Wed. and Thur. 1:30-6:30pm. 
Fr. Bill’s office hours: Wed. and Thur. 11:30am-3:30pm. 

E-Mail: office@christchurchstroudsburg.org 
 

 “A welcoming, compassionate and healing community in Christ” 
 

Diocese of the Susquehanna 
 

Priest: The Rev. Bill Martin 

Rt. Rev. Audrey Scanlan & Rt. Rev. Kevin D. Nichols, Bishops 
 

VESTRY 

Senior Warden – Carl A. 
Jr. Warden – Cheryl C. 

Clerk of Vestry – Chris S. 
Patti A., Myra B., Debby C., Kevin F., 

Marcos G., Katina W., Sharon P. 
 

LITURGY PARTICIPANTS 

Celebrant: The Rev. Bill Martin 
Lectors: Deborah E.| Carl A. 

Altar Assistant/Crucifer: Anthony P. 
Chalice Bearer: Bonnie K. 

 

Music Director: Bethann K. 
 

Ushers/Greeters: Chris N. | Debby C 
Counters: Jill A.| Martha L. 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Church Admin – Andrea C. 
 

Books in the Pews for Service 

BCP – The Book of Common Prayer (RED book) 
H – Hymnal (BLUE book) 

WLP – Wonder, Love & Praise (GREEN book) 

mailto:office@christchurchstroudsburg.org
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Give thanks for life (Sine nomine) (WLP 775) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

OPENING ANTHEM - Glory to God (WLP 821) 
Glory to God;  
Praise to the Son;  
Love to the Spirit;  
Three and yet One. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may 
know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully 
to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
The people sit. 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

 10As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
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  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 65: 9-14 
 
  9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; * 
  the river of God is full of water. 
 
 10You prepare the grain, * 
  for so you provide for the earth. 
 
 11You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 
 12You crown the year with your goodness, * 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
 
 13May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 
 14May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 
 and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
  let them shout for joy and sing. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
The people sit. 
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 
 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 
death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned 
sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
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walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN: Spirit of God Unseen (VF 53) Verse 1 
 

Chorus: 
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 
Gentle as is the dove; 
Teach us the truth and help us believe, 
Show us the Saviour's love!  
 
 

Verse 1: 
You spoke to us long, long ago, 
Gave us the written word; 
We read it still, needing its truth 
Through it God's voice is heard  
 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
All stand. 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
 

1Jesus went out and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told 
them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds 
fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 
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since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 
they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet 
such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 
world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN: Spirit of God Unseen (VF 53) 

Chorus: 
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 
Gentle as is the dove; 
Teach us the truth and help us believe, 
Show us the Saviour's love!  
 

Verse 2: 
Without your help, we fail our Lord, 
We cannot live His way; 
We need Your power, we need Your strength, 
Following Christ each day.  

 
THE SERMON 
 

THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
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of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
All remain standing. 
 

Great are the deeds of the Lord! Sisters and brothers, let us pray, saying,  
“Christ, hear our prayer! Jesus, have mercy on us!” 
 

May your Church be faithful, even as you are faithful. May we and your whole Church 
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unashamedly work to further the gospel. May we overcome whatever apathy or 
distraction might threaten our witness. 
Silence 
Christ, hear our prayer! 
Jesus, have mercy on us! 
 

May the nations of the world seek wisdom and truth. We pray for Sean, our Presiding 
Bishop, for Audrey and Kevin, our own Bishops, Bill our Priest and Barbara our Canon 
Missioner. In our country we pray for Donald our President, and Josh our Governor. 
May people, rich and poor, powerful and weak, find in you the source of healing and 
wholeness. In our congregation we pray for Sarah Goodrich and the Gondell and 
Gonzalez families. In the Diocese of the Susquehanna we pray for All Saint’s Church, 
Lehighton; St. John’s, Lancaster. In Kajo Keji we pray for St. Paul Pamoju Parish. In the 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. 
 

Invite the congregation to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence 
Christ, hear our prayer! 
Jesus, have mercy on us! 
 

May we protect and guard the created order. May we recognize the majesty and splendor 
of all you have made. May we remember that healthy waters, sky, and land make us 
healthier people. 
Silence 
Christ, hear our prayer! 
Jesus, have mercy on us! 
 

May we be ever compassionate toward those who are pushed into the margins of our 
society. Give us open hearts that welcome and open hands that touch. Teach us a love 
that crosses boundaries and borders. 
Silence 
Christ, hear our prayer! 
Jesus, have mercy on us! 
 

May the sick and suffering know in their bodies and minds your healing power. You desire 
to make men and women clean of disease and stigma; make your grace known.  
O Lord our God, restore to health those who cry out to you, especially Gail, Elaine, Isaac, 
Janet, Nick, Lynn, Anthony, Oliver, Lorelai, Marshall, Richard, Antonia, Rebecca, June, 
Barbara, Eliza, Margaret, Berni, Julian, Noel, Mike, Chris, Frank, Zach, Laura, Jo, Loretta, 
Mary and Jim E, Jodi, David, Denise and Jay. 
Invite the congregation to add their petitions, followed by silence 
 

Christ, hear our prayer! 
Jesus, have mercy on us! 
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May those who have died, especially Harold Larsen, know the salvation found in you, Christ 
Jesus. Preserve the living in the enduring hope that, just as we are baptized into your death, 
so will we also live with you forever. 
Silence 
Christ, hear our prayer! 
Jesus, have mercy on us! 
 
Celebrant  
We give thanks, great God, for the hope we have in Jesus, who died but is risen and rules over all. 
We praise you for his presence with us. Because he lives, we look for eternal life, knowing that 
nothing past, present, or yet to come can separate us from your great love made known in Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 360) 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Minister and People 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS : Birthdays, Anniversaries and Traveling.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: See last page. 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.   Psalm 50:14 
 

OFFERTORY: Music Meditation – Bethann K. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN From all that dwell below the skies Verse 3 (H 380) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
 Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Holy Eucharist: Rite II (361-363) 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest,  
faces them and sings or says 
 

 Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 
People        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People        It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 
 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord (WLP 858) 
Celebrant and People 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us  
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become  
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus  
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human  
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the  
God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,  
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole  
world. 
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; 
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel 
containing wine to be consecrated. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our  
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks  
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,  
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the  
remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given  
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you  
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink  
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in  
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,  
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the  
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new  
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully  
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,  
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints  
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and  
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor  
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 364) 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said 
 

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM: (LEVAS 270) Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

Grant us peace. 
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INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 
You can remain seated until you come forward to receive. When you receive the consecrated bread, you can consume it 
then drink from the first cup of consecrated wine. You can also hold the bread to “intinct” or touch the tip of the 
bread into the second cup of wine. You may also choose to receive Communion in only one kind. If you would like a 
blessing, come forward and cross your hands over your heart to indicate you would like to be blessed. Gluten free 
wafers are available. Please let the priest know as you come forward. The Bread and the Cup are given to the 
communicants with these words: 
 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: One Bread, One Body (LEVAS 151) 
  

Chorus: 
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 
one cup of blessing which we bless. 
And we, though many, throughout the earth, 
We are one body in this one Lord. 
 

1. Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
woman or man, no more. 
One Lord. Chorus 
 

2. Many the gifts, many the works, 
one in the Lord of all. 
One Lord. Chorus 
 

3.Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
gathered to one for all. 
One Lord.  
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 

Let us pray.  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN: Congregation’s Hymn Selection 
 

DISMISSAL (BCP 340) 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Coffee Hour is hosted by Gail M. and Sally and Al J., so please join us after the service! 
2026 Graduates please email details to the office at office@christchurchstroudsburg.org 
Next Food Pantry is July 18th from 7-11am. Volunteers Needed.  
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