
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

  

 
 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year A 
 

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
205 North Seventh St., Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

 

“A welcoming, compassionate and healing community in Christ” 

 
April 26, 2026 

  
10:00am Service - Rite 2 

 
Links to the Sunday (10AM) Livestream Service 

and Service Bulletin available weekly 
 

Welcome visitors and seasonal neighbors! We rejoice in your presence among us. 
To get to know you better please sign our guest book kept in the narthex. 
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
205 North Seventh St., Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

 (570) 421-7481 | Wed-Th 11:30am-3:30pm 
E-Mail: office@christchurchstroudsburg.org 
Website: www.christchurchstroudsburg.org  

 

 “A welcoming, compassionate and healing community in Christ” 
 

Diocese of the Susquehanna 
 

Priest: The Rev. Bill Martin 

Rt. Rev. Audrey Scanlan & Rt. Rev. Kevin D. Nichols, Bishops 
 

VESTRY 
Senior Warden – Carl A. 
Jr. Warden – Cheryl C. 

Clerk of Vestry – Chris S. 
Patti A., Myra B., Debby C., Kevin F., 

Marcos G., Katina W., Sharon P. 
 

LITURGY PARTICIPANTS 

Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Audrey Scanlan 
Chalice Bearer: The Rev. Bill Martin 

Lectors: Bonnie K. |Dave B. 
Altar Assistant: Anthony P. 

Crucifer/Server: Carl A. 
Music Director: Bethann K. 

Choir: Patti A., Carol C., Deborah E., Suzanne P., Gail M., Andrea C. 
Bell Choir: Patti A., Rose H., Gail M., Bobby P., Meghan P., Chris S. 

 

Ushers/Greeters: Chris N., Tina W. 
Counters: Steve W. | Martha L. 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Church Admin – Andrea C. 

 

Books in the Pews for Service 
BCP – The Book of Common Prayer (RED book) 

H – Hymnal (BLUE book) 
WLP – Wonder, Love & Praise (GREEN book) 

http://www.christchurchstroudsburg.org/
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PRELUDE 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: (H 304) Come with Joy to meet my Lord 

 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 413) 

Bishop Alleluia, Christ is Risen. 

People 

Bishop 

People 

Bishop 

People 

The Lord is Risen Indeed. 

There is one Body and one Spirit; 

There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

One God and Father of all. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Bishop The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Bishop Let us pray. 
 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice 
we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the readings. 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
 

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers. 
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord 
added to their number those who were being saved. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: 23 
 

 1The Lord is my shepherd; * 
  I shall not be in want. 
 

 2He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 

 3He revives my soul * 
  and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 
 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
 I shall fear no evil; * 
  for you are with me; 
  your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

 5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
  you have anointed my head with oil, 
  and my cup is running over. 
 

 6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM: Let Me Be Your Light - Douglas, Burdette, Huff 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
The people sit. 
A Reading from the First letter of Peter. 
 
 

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you 
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do 
right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22“He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For 
you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your 
souls. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN: (WLP 825) Bless the Lord O my soul 
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GOSPEL:  John 10:1-10 
All stand. 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

[Jesus said,] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs 
in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, 
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they 
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of 
speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came 
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever 
enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN: (WLP 825) Bless the Lord O my soul (page 5) 
 

THE SERMON - Rt. Rev. Audrey Scanlan 
     

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES 
 

The Bishop says 

Bishop  The Candidates will now be presented. 
Presenter  I present this person for confirmation. 
Presenter  I present this person who desires to reaffirm her baptismal vows.   

Bishop  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
Candidates  I do. 
 

Bishop  Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

Candidates  I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

The Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 

Bishop  Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these people 
    in her life in Christ? 

People  We will. 

The Bishop then says these words 

Bishop Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own   
baptismal covenant. 
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THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
Bishop Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
      He descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in the prayers? 

People I will with God’s help. 
 

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 
to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 
 

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES 

The Bishop then says to the congregation 
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 
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Intercessor leads the people:  
 
Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

The Bishop says 
 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have 
overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have 
bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you have made with them 
at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of the Spirit to perform the service you set before 
them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

For Confirmation 

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant Lindsay with your Holy Spirit; empower her for your service; 
and sustain her all the days of her life. Amen. 

For Reaffirmation 

Deborah, may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you, direct and uphold you in service 
of Christ and his kingdom. Amen.  
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The Bishop concludes with this prayer: 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your 
Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, 
that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS FOR THOSE WHO VOLUNTEER 

Bishop Friends in Christ, we are all baptized by the one Spirit into one Body,  and given gifts for 
a variety of ministries for the common good. 

 

People Praise be to God, who has called many of us to volunteer for these services. 
 

Bishop Let us pray. 
Look with favor upon those whom you have called, O God, and grant that they may be 
so filled with your Holy Spirit that they may minister in their chosen tasks with joy and 
steadfast devotion; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

In the Name of God and, as your Bishop, I recognize all who volunteer here at Christ 
Church in the following areas of lay ministry, parish and community roles: 

 

Liturgical and Worship 
 

Choir  
Acolytes 
Altar Guild 
Lectors/Readers 
Bell Choir /Musicians 
Worship Leaders 
Eucharistic Ministers  
Eucharistic Visitors 
Ushers and Greeters 
Sunday School Teachers 
Coffee Hour Hosts 

Leadership and Administration 
 

Counters 
Stewardship Committee 
Vestry, Wardens, Clerks 
Daughters of the King 
Treasurer/Finance /Bookkeeping 
Office/Administrative Support 
Technology/Live Streaming 
Communications/ Social Media 
Buildings and Grounds Keepers 
Convention Delegates 
Committee Members 

Outreach and Community 
 

Evangelism 
Food Pantry  
Elderly Support 
Children and Youth 
Prayer Partners Ministry 
Sustainability/Creation Care 
LGBTQIA+ 
Social Justice 
Latino Outreach 
Events/Good Drives 
Local Partnerships 

   

May God bless all of you in your several ministries. Amen. 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.   Psalm 50:14 
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OFFERTORY: Come, thou font of every blessing (Nettleton) – Bell Choir 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN From all that dwell below the skies Verse 3 (H 380) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Eucharistic Prayer B (BCP 367) 
 

Bishop   The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Bishop  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Bishop   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Bishop  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. (BCP p. 381) 

Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens 
of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord (WLP 858) 
All 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Bishop continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

https://bcponline.org/HE/pphe2.html
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delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Bishop is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; and 
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

All 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Bishop continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 364) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The Bishop breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  Then may be sung or said 
 

Bishop: [Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM: (S 154) Christ our Passover (Alleluia, Alleluia ) 

 
 

 

 
 

 
INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 

Bishop: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ  
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 
You may be seated until you come forward to receive. When you receive the consecrated bread, you consume it and 
then move to the cup of consecrated wine. The first cup is for drinking; the second cup is for those who choose to 
“intinct” or touch the tip of their bread to the wine. You may also choose to receive Communion in only one kind.  
If you would like a blessing, come forward and cross your hands over your heart to indicate you would like to be 
blessed. Gluten free wafers are available. Please let the priest know as you come forward.  
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words: 
 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 
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COMMUNION HYMN: All who hunger gather gladly (WLP 761) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 

Let us pray.  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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EASTER SEASON BLESSING 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to 
do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: (WLP 782) Gracious Spirit, give your servants  
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DISMISSAL (BCP 366) 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Church Service Times: Sundays - 8:00am and 10:00am, Wednesdays - 12:05pm 

 

In celebration of Bishop Audrey’s visit and Volunteer Appreciation Month, 
please join us downstairs for our Coffee Hour Potluck after the service. 

 
Pastoral Care: Call the office at (570) 421-7481 and Fr. Bill will be contacted to assist you. In addition to 
church services, Fr. Bill is in church on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 11:30-3:30pm. Office hours are 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 1-3:30pm.  
 

CEC Community Outreach: 
Food Pantry: Food donations always needed. Distribution is on May 2nd and 16th from 9am – 12pm. 
Volunteers are always needed for truck deliveries and setup and for the food pack away and cleanup. 
For Details email Debby Campbell at debbycampbellnyc@aol.com  (subject line: Christ Church) 
Fundraisers: Shoe Collection Dropoff, Pocono Racetrack Volunteering, Summer Flea Market 

 

mailto:debbycampbellnyc@aol.com
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Daughters of the King (DOK) is collecting petfood for Awsom and Meals on Wheels. Please drop off 
donations at the office or in the Narthex. DOK is also forming a new discernment/ training course for 
women interested in joining or just learning more about the Order. Contact any DOK member for more 
info. (You’ll know us by our cross!) 
 
 

Sunday School: There is Sunday School during the 10am service. Sign-up sheets available.  
Contact Meghan Paul at 484-889-8310 or email meghanferrara18@gmail.com for details.  
 
CEC Choir: Rehearsals are on Sundays at 9:30 and after the 10 am service.  
For further info contact our music director, Bethann at juddbethann@rcn.com 
 

CEC Bell Choir: Bell Choir Rehearsals are on Tuesdays at 7pm.  
For further info contact our music director, Bethann at juddbethann@rcn.com 
 
 

Volunteer Treasurer Needed! Position requires some financial reporting experience. You will receive 
training from the Finance Committee. Candidates must be able to work about 3-5 hours weekly and attend 
monthly Vestry (3rd Wednesday) and Finance Committee (3rd Monday) meetings. Please reach out to our 
Finance Committee members: Bonnie Katusich, Barbara VanBuskirk, Tom VanWort, or our Wardens: 
Carl Ausfahl, Cheryl Cloke. 
 
Ridesharing Volunteers Needed: Church family members need transportation to and from church. We 
are compiling a list of parishioners who are willing to help. Please contact the church office if you are 
available to help. 
 

Altar Flowers: If you would like to honor a loved one or special event by dedicating the alter flowers in 
their name, signups are in the Narthex. 
 

Additions: To add a church announcement or event to the bulletin, email/call us with the 
announcement/event, date, time, location and contact information. 
 

Errors and Omissions: Please email office@christchurchstroudsburg.org with information. 
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Website: www.christchurchstroudsburg.org  
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